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an answer; by the second I was much better pleased: and the pleasure will still he increased by such a narrative of the progress of your studies, as tmiy evince the continuance of tin equal and rational application of your mind to .some useful enquiry.
' You will, perhaps, wish to ask, what study \ would recommend. \ shall not speak of theology, because it ought not to be considered as ;i question whether you shall endeavour to know the will of (Inn. • ' I Khali, therefore, consider only such studies as we are at liberty to pursue or to neglect; tuul of these I know not how you will make a belter choice, than by studying the civil law, as your father advises, and the ancient languages, as you had determined for yourself; at least resolve, while you remain in any settled residence, to spend a certain number of bourn every day amongst your books. The dissipation of thought, of which you complain, is nothing more than the vacillation of a mind suspended between different motives, and changing its direction as any motive gains or loses strength. If you can but kindle in your mind any strong desire, if you can but keep predominant any wish far some particular excellence or attainment, the gusts of imagination will break away, without any effect upon your roiulttcl, and commonly without any traces left upon the memory.
'There lurks, perhaps, in every human heart a desire of distinction, which inclines every man first to hope, and then to believe, that Nature has given him something peculiar to himself.    This vanity makes one ;'.;                                 mind nurse aversion, and another actuate desires, till they rise by art
H '                              much above their original state of power; and as affectation, in lime,
improves to habit, they at last tyrannise over him who at first encouraged them only for show.    Kvery desire is a viper in the bosom, who, while he was chill, was harmless; but when warmth gave him strength, I"                                 exerted it in poison.   You know a gentleman, who, when first he set
f                                  his foot in the gay world, as he prepared himself to whirl in the vortex
<                                  of pleasure, imagined a total indifference and universal negligence to be
(                                 the most agreeable concomitants of youth; and the strongest inclination
Is                                of an airy temper and a quick apprehension.    Vacant to every object,
and sensible of every impulse, he thought that all appearance of dili-1                                gencu would deduct something from the reputation of genius ;  and
;                                  hoped that he should appear to attain, amidst all the ease of careless-
1                                  ness, and all the. tumult of diversion, that knowledge and those acrom-
*                                  plishmentN which mortals of the common fabrick obtain only by mute
I                                     abstraction and solitary drudgery.    He tried this scheme of life awhile,
II                                   was made weary of it by his sense and his virtue; he then wished to I                                  return to his studies; and finding long habits of idleness and pleasure f!                                harder to be cured than he expected, still willing to retain his claim to I                                 some extraordinary prerogatives, resolved the common consequences of
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